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Part One General – Each student must answer TWO of the Following. Make sure to 
indicate clearly which question you are answering. 
 
1.As late as summer 2006, a majority of Americans believed that at the time the U.S. 
entered Iraq, Saddam Hussein was in possession of weapons of mass destruction.  What 
do we know about the ability of political elites to affect the opinions and priorities of 
average citizens?  Under what circumstances are elites more and less likely to be 
successful in altering public opinion?  What are the consequences of elite influence on 
public opinion for democratic accountability?      
 
2. The question central to empirical democratic theory, and underlying our more 
particular concerns in mass behavior, parties, interest groups, and elections more 
generally, is whether, and in what ways, the inputs 
to the democratic process have a tangible relationship 
to the outputs, where outputs are defined as either 
(a) policy outcomes (say, welfare spending), or (b) objective 
conditions (such as poverty rates or inequality). Discuss 
what we know about the possible relationships among the 
factors noted above. In light of that, what general conclusions 
would you draw for our theoretical interpretation of American 
politics? 
 
3. The last number of years – say, since 2001 -- has witnessed major events in American 
history, many, indeed most of which have led to and/or required governmental action 
and, in turn, affected the American political system in myriad ways (think of 9/11, the 
“war on terror,” etc., etc.; you choose what you deem the most important events).  
Drawing on various leading theories of and significant research literature in the field of 
American politics, provide an assessment of what theory and research “tell us” or provide 
to us (or DON’T “tell us” or provide to us) in understanding how American governmental 
institutions or political processes addressed and/or were affected by those events. 
 (These events, and governmental institutions or political processes, are, of course, 
tremendously complicated and/or interrelated.  Do your best, however, to sort out and 
provide an analytical stance or interpretation -- again, grounded in American politics  
research.) 
 
4. In contemporary American politics, the ongoing struggle for power between Congress 
and the presidency has shifted toward the executive. How does the political science 
literature explain the current state of this power struggle? Be sure to consider, in addition 
to external events, the structure and history of the institutions themselves, as well as the 
role of other actors (e.g., parties, the courts, interest groups, voters, the mass media). 
 



Race and Ethnicity Sub-Field - The student must answer ONE of the following. Be 
sure to indicate which question you are answering. 
 
1. Construct an essay that examines the relevant issues related to political participation 
along racial and ethnic lines in America. Are there significant differences between 
groups? If not, why? If so, along what dimensions of political behavior are these 
differences the most significant? Moreover, what explains these gaps? Should we expect 
relevant gaps to close over time? 
 
2. Despite general impressions about the importance of race/ethnicity in American 
politics, historically but also into the present, there are ongoing scholarly (and popular) 
debates about whether (and, if so, how) “race matters”? 
 
Engage this debate directly by drawing on what you deem appropriate analytical 
frameworks (and extending and/or modifying frameworks if and as desirable) to examine 
the issue of whether (and, if so, how) “race matters” in contemporary American politics.  
In doing so, you might, perhaps should focus on any two or three or so of several areas or 
subfields of American politics (e.g., public opinion, voting behavior, the party system, 
institutions, interest groups, etc., etc.) you believe most important and helpful in 
addressing the question.  Include in your discussion a consideration, and careful 
explanation thereof, regarding how and how much race matters in assessing the overall 
“quality of democracy” in the United States. 
 


