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Political Economy Reading List; Oct. 2023 
 

 
1. Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations (1776). Book I, Chapters 3-4 and Book IV, Chapter 1 

 
2. Karl Polanyi (1944). The Great Transformation, especially Part II. 

 
3. Alexander Gerschenkron (1962). Economic Backwardness in Historical Perspective 

(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1962), pp. 5-30. 
 

4. Douglass North, Structure and Change in Economic History (1981). Especially 3-68 and 
201-09. 
 

5. Elinor Ostrom (1990). Governing the Commons. Chapters 1 and 2. 
 

6. James Scott (1998). Seeing Like a State.   
 

7. Gøsta Esping-Anderson (1990). The Three Worlds of Welfare Capitalism. Introduction, 
chapter 1, chapter 9 and conclusion.  

 
8. Paul Pierson (1996). “The New Politics of the Welfare State.” World Politics, 48:2.  

 
9. Kathleen Thelen (2012).“Varieties of Capitalism: Trajectories of Liberalization and the 

New Politics of Social Solidarity” Annual Review of Political Science. 
 

10. Hall and Soskice, (2001). “An Introduction to Varieties of Capitalism,” in Hall and Soskice, 
eds., Varieties of Capitalism, p1-68. 

 
11. Torben Iversen and David Soskice (2006). “Electoral Institutions and the Politics of 

Coalitions: Why Some Democracies Redistribute More than Others,” American Political 
Science Review, 100:2, 165-181. 
 

12. Merdith Woo-Cumings (1999). The Developmental State. Read Chapter 1. 
 

13. Alice Amsden (2001). The Rise of “The Rest.” Chapter 1.  
 

14. Samuel Valenzuela and Arturo Valenzuela (1978). Modernization and Dependency: 
Alternative Perspectives in the Study of Latin American Underdevelopment. 
Comparative Politics. 10(4). 535-557.  

 
15. Steven Vogel (1998). Why Freer Markets Need More Rules.  

 
16. Przeworski, Adam (1991). Democracy and the Market.  
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17. Bates, Robert (2008). State failures, Annual Review of Political Science, 11(1), 1-12. 

 
18. Peter Evans (1995). Embedded autonomy, Princeton: Princeton University Press. 

 
19. Kohli, Atul (2002). State-Directed Development: Political Power and Industrialization in 

the Global Periphery, New York: Cambridge University Press, pp. 1-25, 84-117, 367-426. 
 

20. Acemoglu, Daron, Simon Johnson and James A. Robinson (2001). “Colonial origins of 
comparative development: An empirical investigation”, American Economic Review, 
91(5).  

 
21. Haggard, Stephan and Robert Kaufman (2008). Development, democracy and welfare 

states. Introduction, chaps., 1, 5, Conclusion. 
 

22. Rudra, Nita (2008). Globalization and the Race to the Bottom in Developing Countries: 
Who Really Gets Hurt?  

 
23. Stanley Engerman and Kenneth Sokoloff (2002). “Factor Endowments, Inequality, and 

Paths of Development among New World Economies,” Economia: 41-109. 
 

24. Matthew Lange, James Mahoney, and Matthias vom Hau (2006). “Colonialism and 
Development: A Comparative Analysis of Spanish and British Colonies,” American 
Journal of Sociology 111, no. 5: 1412-62. 

 
25. Gary Gereffi, John Humphrey, Timothy Sturgeon (2005). “The governance of global value 

chains”. Review of International Political Economy 12: 1 
 

26. Jessica Green (2014). Rethinking Private Governance. 
 

27. Janos Kornai (1992). The Socialist System: The Political Economy of Communism.  
 

28. Hellman, Joel (1998). “Winners Take All: The Politics of Partial Reform in Postcommunist 
Transitions” World Politics, 1998. 

 
29. Yasheng Huang (2008) Capitalism with Chinese Characteristics: Entrepreneurship and 

the State.  
 

30. Barry Naughton (1995) Growing out of the Plan: Chinese Economic Reform, 1978-1993.  
 

31. Yuen Yuen Ang (2020) China's Gilded Age. Cambridge University Press. The Paradox of 
Economic Boom and Vast Corruption.  
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32. Anne Krueger (1974) “The Political Economy of the Rent-Seeking Society,” American 
Economic Review 64: 291-301. 

 
33. Meltzer, Allan H. and Scott F. Richard (1981). “A Rational Theory of the Size of 

Government.” Journal of Political Economy,  
 

34. Albertus, Michael and Victor Menaldo (2018). “Gaming Democracy.” British Journal of 
Political Science.  

 
35. Szakonyi, David. “Businesspeople in elected office: Identifying Private Benefits from 

Firm-level Returns.” American Political Science Review, 2018. 
 

36. Aklin, Michaël and Matto Mildenberger. 2020. "Prisoners of the Wrong Dilemma: Why 
Distributive Conflict, Not Collective Action, Characterizes the Politics of Climate 
Change." Global Environmental Politics 20(4), 4-27. 

 
37. Paterson, Matthew and Xavier P-Laberge. 2018. "Political Economies of Climate 

Change." WIREs Climate Change 9(2), 506. 
 
 
 


