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https://politicalscience.nd.edu/people/joseph-m-parent/ 

2081 Jenkins Nanovic Halls, Notre Dame, IN 46556 
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EDUCATION: 
 
   Columbia University, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, New York, NY 

Ph.D. in Political Science, May 2006; M.Phil., May 2002; M.A., May 2001 
Dissertation: E Pluribus Unum: Political Unification and Political Realism 
Advisors: Robert Jervis, Jack Snyder, Kenneth Waltz 

 
   University of Chicago, Chicago, IL 

B.A. in Political Science, June 1999 
Honors in concentration and general honors; Thesis: “Averting Atrocity” 

 Advisors: John Mearsheimer, Stephen Walt 
 
 

BOOKS: 
 
Twilight of the Titans: Great Power Decline and Retrenchment (with Paul K. MacDonald), 
(Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2018), hardcover and kindle. [A volume in the 
Cornell Studies in Security Affairs series.]  

• Mandarin edn.: Bàquán de huánghūn: Dàguó de shuāituì hé shōusuō (霸权的

黄昏: 大国的衰退和收缩 – Superpower Sees Dusk), Wu Yabin (武雅斌 ) and 

Guo Xiaomeng (郭晓梦) trans. (Beijing: Law Press China, 2020). 

 
American Conspiracy Theories (with Joseph E. Uscinski), (New York: Oxford University 
Press, 2014), hardcover, paperback, kindle, and audiobook. 
 
Uniting States: Voluntary Union in World Politics (New York: Oxford University Press, 
2011), hardcover and paperback. 
 

 

REFEREED ARTICLES: 
 
“Introduction: Waltzian Theory and the Return of Power Politics,” [special issue 
editor] Security Studies (forthcoming). 
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“Disengaging without Destabilizing? The Dynamics of U.S. Retrenchment in the 
Middle East,” (with Paul K. MacDonald) Parameters (forthcoming).  
 
“In Search of Status: China and the United States in United Nations Speeches, 1970-
2020,” (with Paul K. MacDonald) Chinese Journal of International Politics, vol. 17, no. 1 
(Spring 2024), pp. 1-27. Available at: doi: 10.1093/cjip/poae001. 
 
“The Status of Status in World Politics,” (with Paul K. MacDonald) World Politics, vol. 
73, no. 2 (April 2021), pp. 358-391. Available at: doi: 10.1017/S0043887120000301. 
 
“Balancing in Neorealism,” (with Sebastian Rosato) International Security, vol. 40, no. 2 
(Fall 2015), pp. 51-86. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1162/ ISEC_a_00216. 
 
“International Polarity and America’s Polarization,” (with Joseph Bafumi) International 
Politics, vol. 49, no. 1 (January 2012), pp. 1-35. Available at: 
https://doi.org/10.1057/ip.2011.34. 

 
“Elder Abuse: How the Moderns Mistreat Classical Realism,” (with Joshua M. Baron) 
International Studies Review, vol. 13, no. 2 (June 2011), pp. 193-213. Available at: 

 https://www.jstor.org/stable/23017153 
  
“Graceful Decline?  The Surprising Success of Great Power Retrenchment,” (with 
Paul K. MacDonald) International Security, vol. 35, no. 4 (Spring 2011), pp. 7-44. 
Available at: https://doi.org/10.1162/ISEC_a_00034. 
  
“Publius’s Guile and the Paranoid Style,” Public Integrity, vol. 12, no. 3 (Summer 2010), 
pp. 219-237. Available at:  
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.2753/PIN1099-9922120302. 
 
 “Europe’s Structural Idol: The American Federalist Republic,” Political Science 
Quarterly, vol. 124, no. 3 (Autumn 2009), pp. 513-535. Available at: 

 https://www.jstor.org/stable/25655699. 
  

“Duelling and the Abolition of War,” Cambridge Review of International Affairs, vol. 22, 
no. 2 (Summer 2009), pp. 281-300. Available at:  
https://doi.org/10.1080/09557570902877943. 
 
“Anarchy, Hierarchy and Order,” (with Emily Erikson) Cambridge Review of International 
Affairs, vol. 22, no. 1 (Spring 2009), pp. 129-145. Available at: 
https://doi.org/10.1080/09557570802683912. 

  
 “Central Authority and Order,” (with Emily Erikson) Sociological Theory, vol. 25, no. 3 
(September 2007), pp. 244-267. Available at: https://www.jstor.org/stable/20453080. 
 
“Institutions, Identity, and Unity: The Anomaly of Australian Nationalism,” Studies in 
Ethnicity and Nationalism, vol. 7, no. 2 (Autumn 2007), pp. 2-28. Available at: 
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1754-9469.2007.tb00116.x. 

https://doi.org/10.1162/ISEC_a_00034
https://doi.org/10.1080/09557570902877943
https://doi.org/10.1080/09557570802683912
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1754-9469.2007.tb00116.x
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“Machiavelli’s Missing Romulus and the Murderous Intent of The Prince,” History of 
Political Thought, vol. 26, no. 4 (Winter 2005), pp. 625-645. Available at: 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/26221754. 

 
 

POLICY PIECES: 
 

“Ask the Experts: Did the Unipolar Moment Ever End?” Foreign Affairs (23 May 2023). 
Available at: https://www.foreignaffairs.com/ask-the-experts/did-unipolar-moment-
ever-end. 
 
“Series on the 2022 US National Security Strategy,” (with Paul K. MacDonald) H-
Diplo/ISSF Commentary, vol. 1, no. 3 (23 December 2022). Available at: 
https://issforum.org/to/CI-3. 
 
“Could China’s Belt and Road Lead to Its Undoing?” The National Interest, 14 March 
2021. Available at: https://nationalinterest.org/blog/skeptics/could-chinas-belt-and-
road-lead-its-undoing-180122 
 

“Trump Didn’t Shrink U.S. Military Commitments Abroad ⎯ He Expanded Them,” 
(with Paul K. MacDonald) Foreign Affairs online, 3 December 2019. Available at: 
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/2019-12-03/trump-didnt-shrink-us-
military-commitments-abroad-he-expanded-them 
 
“The Road to Recovery: How Once Great Powers Became Great Again,” (with Paul 
MacDonald) The Washington Quarterly, vol. 41, no. 3 (Fall 2018), pp. 21-39. Available at: 
DOI: 10.1080/0163660X.2018.1519346 

 
“The Retrenchment War: Why the War against ISIS Will Be Fought on the Cheap,” 
(with Paul K. MacDonald) Foreign Affairs online, 24 September 2014. Available at: 
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/142002/paul-k-macdonald-and-joseph-m-
parent/the-retrenchment-war 

 
“The Banality of Retrenchment: What Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel Gets Wrong 
about This Year’s Defense Budget,” (with Paul K. MacDonald) Foreign Affairs online, 
9 March 2014. Available at: 
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/141019/paul-k-macdonald-and-joseph-m-
parent/the-banality-of-retrenchment  
 
“La Grande Guerre, en théories,” (with Joseph Karas) Politique Étrangère, vol. 79, no. 1 
(Spring 2014), pp. 65-77. Available  at: 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24638965?refreqid=excelsior%3A93f6d55275a420d88
5760d770e57e6f9&seq=1#metadata_info_tab_contents 

 
“The Wisdom of Retrenchment: America Must Cut Back to Move Forward,” (with 
Paul K. MacDonald) Foreign Affairs, vol. 90, no. 6 (November/December 2011), pp. 
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32-47. Available at: https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/americas/2011-10-
14/wisdom-retrenchment 

 
“Resurrecting Retrenchment: the Grand Strategic Consequences of U.S. Decline,” 
(with Paul K. MacDonald) Policy Brief, Belfer Center for Science and International 
Affairs, Harvard Kennedy School of Government, May 2011. Available at: 
http://belfercenter.ksg.harvard.edu/publication/21077/resurrecting_retrenchment.h
tml 
 
“Policy Talk: Red States, Blue States, and America’s Asian Commitments,” Observer 
Research Foundation Newsletter, issue 7, August 2008. Available at: 
http://116.50.64.15/usem/Issue7/02policy.htm 

 
 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS: 
  

“Resizing and Restructuring States: New World Sovereignty in a New World,” in 
Brandon Christensen, ed., Global Federalism: Liberty and Security in an Anarchical World | 
Volume II: Exit — Secession, Non-Westphalian Sovereignties, and Interstate Federalism (New 
York: Palgrave, forthcoming). 
 
“The Jervisian Style in International Relations,” in Richard Immerman, Dianne 
Labrosse, and Stacie Goddard, eds., The Jervis Effect (New York: Columbia University 
Press, forthcoming). 

 
“The Jervisian Style in International Relations,” in Richard Immerman, Dianne 
Labrosse, and Marc Trachtenberg eds., H-Diplo/ISSF Tribute to the Life, Scholarship, and 
Legacy of Robert Jervis, Part II (25 August 2022), pp. 71-76. Available at: 
https://issforum.org/ISSF/PDF/ISSF-Jervis-Tribute-2.pdf 
 
“Roundtable on Joslyn Barnhart’s, The Consequences of Humiliation: Anger and Status in 
World Politics,” H-Diplo/ISSF Roundtable, vol. 23, no. 48 (25 July 2022), pp. 12-15. 
Available at: https://hdiplo.org/to/RT23-48. 

 
“Down with Theory and Evidence? (an exchange with Russell Muirhead and Nancy 
L. Rosenblum),” (with Joseph E. Uscinski) American Journal of Psychology , vol. 134, no. 
4 (Winter 2021) pp. 503-507. Available at: 
https://doi.org/10.5406/amerjpsych.134.4.0503. 
 
“Grand Strategies of Declining Powers,” (with Paul MacDonald) in the Oxford 
Handbook of Grand Strategy, Ronald Krebs and Thierry Balzacq, eds. (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2021), chap. 29, pp. 474-489. Available at:  
doi 10.1093/oxfordhb/9780198840299.013.31. 
 
“Roundtable on Richard W. Maass, The Picky Eagle: How Democracy and Xenophobia 
Limited U.S. Territorial Expansion,” H-Diplo/ISSF Roundtable, vol. 12, no. 5 (18 January 
2021), pp. 9-11. Available at: https://issforum.org/roundtables/12-5. 

https://hdiplo.org/to/RT23-48
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“Power Shifts: Connecting IR Theory with the China Case ⎯ The Author’s Respond 

⎯ Paul MacDonald and Joseph Parent,” (an exchange with Stacie Goddard, Stephan 
Haggard, David Kang, Robert Ross, Kori Schake, Joshua Shifrinson, and Ketian 
Zhang),” Journal of East Asian Studies, vol. 20, no. 2 (July 2020), pp. 176-179. Available 
at: https://doi.org/10.1017/jea.2020.22. 

 
“Of Plague and Prejudice,” Notre Dame Class of 1969 Blog (16 April 2020). Available at: 
https://notredameclassof1969blog.blogspot.com/2020/04/on-campus-plague-and-
prejudice-by.html 
 
“How Do We Escape These Partisan Death Spirals? Devolve More Power to the 
States,” (with Joseph E. Uscinski) Newsweek (31 January 2020). Available at: 
https://www.newsweek.com/partisan-death-spiral-devolution-state-1485106 
 
“Review of Thomas Milan Konda’s Conspiracies of Conspiracies: How Delusions Have 
Overrun America (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2019),” Political Science Quarterly, 
vol. 135, no. 1 (Spring 2020), pp. 161-162. Available at: 
https://www.psqonline.org/article.cfm?IDArticle=20019. 
 
“Review of Joshua Itzkowitz Shifrinson’s Rising Titans, Falling Giants: How Great Powers 
Exploit Power Shifts (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2018),” Strategic Studies Quarterly 
(26 August 2019). Available at: https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/AUPress 
/Book-Reviews/Display/Article/1944317/rising-titans-falling-giants-how-great-
powers-exploit-power-shifts/ 
 
“Review of Ayşe Zarakol, ed., Hierarchies in World Politics (New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 2017),” Cambridge Review of International Affairs , vol. 32, no. 2 (March 
2019), pp. 205-208. DOI: 10.1080/09557571.2019.1580992 
 
“Let’s Get Real about War (review of Sarah Kreps, Taxing Wars: The American Way of 
War Finance and the Decline of Democracy),” Law and Liberty (Nov. 12, 2018).  
  Available at: https://www.lawliberty.org/book-review/lets-get-real-about-war/ 
 
“Correspondence: Neoclassical Realism and Its Critics,” (with Sebastian Rosato) 
International Security, vol. 43, no. 2 (Fall 2018), pp. 195-197. Available at: 
https://doi.org/10.1162/isec_c_00332. 
 
“The Page 99 Test: Twilight of the Titans,” (with Paul MacDonald) the Page 99 Test blog, 
3 May 2018.   
Available at: https://page99test.blogspot.com/2018/05/paul-k-macdonald-joseph-
m-parents.html 
 
“Review of Vittore Branca, ed., Merchant Writers: Florentine Memoirs from the Middle Ages 
and Renaissance, Murtha Baca, trans. (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2015),” 
Italian Americana, vol. 34, no. 2 (Summer 2016), pp. 209-210. 
 

https://doi.org/10.1017/jea.2020.22
https://doi.org/10.1162/isec_c_00332
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“Review of Barry R. Posen, Restraint: A New Foundation for U.S. Grand Strategy,” (with 
Paul K. MacDonald) H-Diplo/ISSF Roundtable, vol. 8, no. 16 (11 July 2016), pp. 15-18.  
Available at: https://issforum.org/roundtables/8-16-restraint 
 
“Review of Dale C. Copeland, Economic Interdependence and War,” Perspectives on Politics, 
vol. 14, no. 2 (June 2016), pp. 49-50. Avaible at: 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/43867710. 
 
“People Who Believe in Conspiracy Theories are More Likely to Endorse Violence,” 
(with Joseph E. Uscinski) for the Monkey Cage, Washington Post, 5 February 2016.  
  Available at: 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/2016/02/05/are-
conspiracy-theorists-plotting-to-blow-up-the-u-s/ 
  Reprinted in the Chicago Tribune, 6 February 2016. Available at: 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/commentary/ct-conspiracy-

theories-and-violence-20160206-story.html  
 

“Symposium on the Politics of Great Power Retrenchment,” (with Paul K. 
MacDonald) International Studies Quarterly online, 10 November 2015.   
  Available at: 
http://www.isanet.org/Publications/ISQ/Posts/ID/4923/categoryId/102/The-
Politics-of-Great-Power-Retrenchment 
 
“Review of Ja Ian Chong, External Intervention and the Politics of State Formation: China, 
Indonesia and Thailand, 1893-1952,” H-Diplo/ISSF Roundtable, vol. 7, no. 5 (9 November 
2014), pp. 5-6. Available at: http://issforum.org/ISSF/PDF/ISSF-Roundtable-7-
5.pdf 
 
“Partisanship, History, and People’s Predispositions for Believing in Conspiracies are 
Fuelling Fears about Ebola,” (with Joseph E. Uscinski) the London School of Economics 
and Political Science (LSE) American Politics and Policy (USAPP) blog, 9 November 2014. 
  Available at: 
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/usappblog/2014/11/10/partisanship-history-and-peoples-
predispositions-for-believing-in-conspiracies-are-fuelling-fears-about-ebola/ 
 
“Election Conspiracy Theories, an American Staple,” (with Joseph E. Uscinski) Los 
Angeles Times, 3 November 2014.   
  Available at: http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-uscinski-election-
fraud-20141103-story.html 
  Reprinted in the Austin American-Statesman, Miami Herald, and Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel, among others. 
 
“The Page 99 Test: American Conspiracy Theories,” (with Joseph E. Uscinski) the Page 99 
Test blog, 17 September 2014.  Available at: 
http://page99test.blogspot.com/2014/09/joseph-e-uscinski-joseph-m-parents.html 
 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/commentary/ct-conspiracy-theories-and-violence-20160206-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/opinion/commentary/ct-conspiracy-theories-and-violence-20160206-story.html
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“Book Review: Democratic Peace: A Political Biography by Piki Ish-Shalom,” Political Science 
Quarterly, vol. 129, no. 3 (Fall 2014), pp. 522-524. Available at: 
https://www.psqonline.org/article.cfm?IDArticle=19291. 

  
 “The Politics of Conspiracy Theories,” (with Joseph E. Uscinski) Mischiefs of Faction 
blog, 10 September 2014.   
  Available at: http://www.mischiefsoffaction.com/2014/09/the-politics-of-
conspiracy-theories.html 
  
“Are Republican Leaders More Prone to Conspiracy Theories?” (with Joseph E. 
Uscinski) for the Monkey Cage, Washington Post, 2 September 2014.   
  Available at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-
cage/wp/2014/09/02/are-republican-leaders-more-prone-to-conspiracy-theories/ 
 
“Conspiracy Theories Aren’t Just for Conservatives,” (with Alfred Moore and Joseph 
E. Uscinski) for the Monkey Cage, Washington Post, 21 August 2014.  
  Available at: 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkeycage/wp/2014/08/21/conspiracy-
theories-arent-just-for-conservatives/ 
 
“Of Coauthoring,” (with Joseph E. Uscinski) Cambridge University Centre for 
Research in the Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities (CRASSH) blog, 19 June 2014.   
  Available at: http://www.crassh.cam.ac.uk/blog/post/of-coauthoring 
 
“How Does Our Country Let Exceptional Young Men Like Marquis Sams Die?” 
(Alternately titled “Remembering Marquis: Big Brothers Big Sisters matched us up.  
Then a stranger gunned him down,” Slate, 14 April 2014.  
  Available at: 
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/dispatches/2014/04/big_brother
s_big_sisters_my_little_brother_marquis_sams_was_shot_to_death.html 
 
“Why So Many Americans Believe Kennedy Assassination Theories” (with Joseph E. 
Uscinski) for the Monkey Cage, Washington Post, 11 November 2013.  
  Available at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/monkey-
cage/wp/2013/11/11/why-so-many-americans-believe-kennedy-assassination-
conspiracy-theories/ 
 
“Book Review: Hegemony in International Society by Ian Clark,” Perspectives on Politics, vol. 
10, no. 2 (June 2012), pp. 541-542. 
 
“Correspondence: Decline and Retrenchment—Peril or Promise?” (with Paul K. 
MacDonald) International Security, vol. 36, no. 4 (Spring 2012), pp. 189-194. 
 
“Conspiracy Theories are for Losers,” (with Joseph E. Uscinski), CNN World, Fareed 
Zakaria’s “Global Public Square,” August 30th, 2011.   
  Available at: http://globalpublicsquare.blogs.cnn.com/2011/08/30/conspiracy-
theories-are-for-losers/ 
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“Correspondence: Of Polarity and Polarization,” (with Joseph Bafumi) International 
Security, vol. 33, no. 1 (Summer 2008), pp. 170-172. 

  
  

FELLOWSHIPS, GRANTS, AND AWARDS: 
 

International Research Travel Grant, Notre Dame International, University of Notre 
Dame, spring 2020. 

Fulbright Fellowship, Free International University of Social Science (LUISS)—Guido 
Carli, Rome, Italy, spring 2017 

Dean’s Office, teaching grant for staff rides, University of Miami, spring 2014 
Provost Research Award, University of Miami, summer 2013 
Nobel Fellowship, Nobel Institute, Oslo, Norway, spring 2012 
Golden Key Society, University of Miami, autumn 2011 
Scholarly and Creative Activities/Distinguished Junior Faculty Award, University of 

Miami, spring 2011 
Research Seed Grant, University of Miami, autumn 2010, summer 2011 
Teaching Fellowship, Columbia University, 2005-2006 
Travel Grant, Lynn Weiss Memorial Fund, spring 2006 
Buttenwieser Fellowship, Columbia University, 2004-2005 
Teaching Great Books Grant, Columbia University, summer 2004 
Travel Grant, Saltzman Institute of War and Peace Studies, summer 2003 
Faculty Fellowship, Columbia University, 2002-2004   
President’s Fellowship, Columbia University, 1999-2001 

 
 

TALKS: 
 

Bridging Asia Conference, discussant. Korean Studies Institute, University of 
Southern California, Los Angeles, CA, Jan. 26, 2024. 
 
“Retrenchment in the Middle East,” (with Paul K. MacDonald). Hybrid presentation, 
Brasenose College, Oxford University, Oxford, UK, Aug. 17-18, 2022. 
 
“Roundtable on U.S. Grand Strategy,” (with Eugene Gholz and Michael Desch). John 
Quincy Adams Society, Washington, DC, July 20, 2022. 
 
“In Search of Status: The Rise of China in United Nations Speeches, 1970-2020” (with 
Paul K. MacDonald). Presented at the International Studies Association (ISA) annual 
meeting, Nashville, TN, Mar. 30, 2022. 
 
“Debate: Russia’s Place in American Grand Strategy,” (with Daniel Fata). Alexander 
Hamilton Society, Notre Dame, IN, Mar. 24, 2022. 
 
“Debate: America’s Afghan Retreat,” (with Peter Mansoor). Alexander Hamilton 
Society, Notre Dame, IN, Oct. 28, 2021. 
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“Disengaging from the Middle East without Destabilizing It: Retrenchment after the 
Pandemic,” (with Paul K. MacDonald). Presented at the American Political Science 
Association (APSA) annual meeting, Seattle, WA, September 28-October 3, 2021. 
 
“9/11 Webinar: Two Decades Reshaping International Security” hosted by 
Universidad del Norte, Barranquilla, Colombia, 9 September 2021. 
 
“Conspiracy Theories in America,” (with James Lindsay and Nancy Rosenblum). 
Council on Foreign Relations virtual event, June 24, 2021. 
 
“European Integration since 1945.” Guest lecture for Mark Kettler’s “What is 
Europe?” class, presented by Nanovic Institute for European Studies, Notre Dame, 
IN, Feb. 2019, Feb. 2020, and April 2021. 
  
“Assessing Grand Strategy: Is the Game Worth the Candle?” Modern War Institute, 
West Point, NY, May 9, 2019. 
 
“Seminar on Rising and Falling Powers” (with Paul MacDonald). Jointly hosted by the 
National History Center of the American Historical Association, the Woodrow Wilson 
International Center for Scholars, and the Brookings Institution, Washington, DC, 
Jan. 14, 2019. [Scheduling conflict: I had to decline, MacDonald attended.] 
 
“Debate: America’s Role in the World,” (with William Imboden). Alexander Hamilton 
Society, Notre Dame, IN, Nov. 13, 2018. 
 

“Book Roundtable: Twilight of the Titans.” International Studies Association ⎯ 
International Security Annual Conference, West Lafayette, IN, Nov. 10, 2018. 
 
“Global Trends 2040.” National Intelligence Council Global Trends Blue Sky 
Workshop, Notre Dame, IN, Oct. 12, 2018. 
 
“Book Roundtable: Twilight of the Titans.” Notre Dame International Global Gateway, 
Rome, Italy, June 4, 2018. Co-sponsored by the Institute for Scholarship in Liberal 
Arts and LUISS – Guido Carli. 
 
“When is Great Power Decline Dangerous?” Brown University, Watson Institute for 
International and Public Affairs, Providence, RI, Oct. 16, 2017. 
 
“Is Structure Destiny?” Williams College, Institute in American Foreign Policy, 
Williamstown, MA, July 19-20, 2016. 
 
“How to Write for a Four-Star Journal,” and “Decline and Retrenchment in World 
Politics.” University of Nottingham, Nottingham, UK, May 11-12, 2016. 
 
“Grand Strategies of Decline.”  Presented at the University of Notre Dame, Notre 
Dame, IN, Apr. 14, 2016. 
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“Adam Smith’s Theory of Moral Sentiments.”  Guest lecture in “Books That Matter” 
course, University of Miami, Miami, FL, Feb. 9 and 16, 2016.  
 
“Parry to Thrust: The Logic of Retrenchment.” Presented at the Institute for Security 
and Conflict Studies (ISCS), Elliott School of International Affairs, George 
Washington University, Washington, DC, Nov. 2, 2015. 
 
“Jacob Burckhardt and the Renaissance in American Foreign Policy.” Williams College 
Institute in American Foreign Policy, Williamstown, MA, July 20-22, 2015.  

 
“Shaping Strategy in the Pacific” and “Resizing and Restructuring States: New World 
Sovereignty in a New World.”  Presented at the International Studies Association (ISA) 
annual meeting, New Orleans, LA, Feb. 20-21, 2015. 
 
“William James’ Talks to Teachers and Students.”  Guest lecture in “Books That Matter” 
course, University of Miami, Miami, FL, Jan. 28, Feb. 4, 2015.  
 
“When Power Shifts Promote Peace.”  Presented at Mario Einaudi Center for 
International Studies, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY, Sept. 25, 2014. 
 
“Machiavelli’s Prince and Discourses.”  Guest lecture in “Books That Matter” course, 
University of Miami, Miami, FL, Sept. 17, 21, 2014.  
 
“Competing Visions Revisited? Evaluating American Grand Strategy in the Unipolar 
Era,” (with Paul K. MacDonald).  Presented at the American Political Science 
Association (APSA) annual meeting, Washington, DC, Aug. 31, 2014. 
 
“Hippocrates, Galen, and Treating the World’s Problems.” Williams College Institute 
in American Foreign Policy, Williamstown, MA, July 21-23, 2014. 
 
“Conspiracies and Democracy” (with Joseph E. Uscinski).  Presented at Cambridge 
University, Cambridge, UK, May 21, 2014 [in residence May 18-25]. 
 
“Shifting Assets, Sharing Burdens: Great Powers and Strategies of Retrenchment,” 
(with Paul K. MacDonald) and “Balancing in Realism” (with Sebastian Rosato).  
Presented at the International Studies Association (ISA) annual meeting, Toronto, 
Canada, Mar. 27-28, 2014.  
 
“A Structural Theory of Foreign Policy,” (with Sebastian Rosato).  Presented at 
Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH, Oct. 9; Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, Oct. 
10; and Columbia University, New York, NY, Oct. 11, 2013. 

 
“Conspiratorial Beliefs in the 2012 Election,” (with Joseph E. Uscinski) and “From 
Power to Penury: Strategic Responses to Acute Relative Decline,” (with Paul K. 
MacDonald).  Presented at the American Political Science Association (APSA) annual 
meeting, Chicago, IL, Aug. 29-Sept. 1, 2013. 
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“Realist Theories of Foreign Policy,” (with Sebastian Rosato).  Presented at the 
University of Northern Illinois and University of Notre Dame, April 23-24, 2013. 
[Scheduling conflict: I had to decline, Rosato attended.] 
 
“How Power Shifts Affect Conflict.”  Presented at the University of Cambridge.  
Cambridge, UK, April 22nd, 2013. 
 
“Retrenchment by the Numbers,” (with Paul K. MacDonald).  Presented at the 
International Studies Association (ISA) annual conference, San Francisco, CA, April 
3, 2013. 
 
“From Power to Penury.”  Presented at Southern Methodist University.  Dallas, TX, 
March 18th, 2013. 
 
“From Power to Penury.”  Presented at the Bush School of Government and Public 
Service, Texas A&M University.  College Station, TX, November 29th, 2012.  
 
“Debate: The Future of the Liberal World Order,” (with G. John Ikenberry).  
Litteraturhuset, Oslo, Norway, May 11, 2012. 
 
“Coping with Global Change: The U.S. and Dilemmas of Strategic Adjustment.”  Bush 
School of Government and Public Service, Texas A&M University.  Sponsored by the 
National Intelligence Council/State Department Bureau of Intelligence and Research.  
College Station, TX, May 1-3, 2012. 
 
 “Theories of Conspiracy Theories.” Presented at the International Studies 
Association (ISA) annual conference, San Diego, CA, April 4, 2012. 
 
“From Power to Penury.” Presented at the University of Georgia, Athens, GA, 
December 6, 2011. 
 
“Conspiracy Theories are for Losers.”  Presented at the American Political Science 
Association (APSA) annual meeting, Seattle, WA, September 4, 2011. 
 
“From Power to Penury: Great Power Retrenchment since 1870” and “Untied States: 
Depolarizing America.”  Presented at the International Studies Association (ISA) 
annual meeting, Montreal, Canada, March 16-18, 2011. 
 
“Publius’s Guile and the Paranoid Style.”  Presented at the Society for Historians of 
American Foreign Relations (SHAFR) annual meeting, Madison, WI, June 26, 2010. 
 
“Terrorism and Cooperation.”  Presented for the U.S. Department of State, 
International Visitors Leadership Program, International Security Issues Project, New 
York City, NY, May 7, 2008. 
 
“International Polarity and Domestic Polarization: Explaining American Disunity.”  
Presented at the Dickey Center for International Understanding, Hanover, NH, 
October 19, 2007. 
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“Anarchy and Order.”  Presented at American Political Science Association (APSA) 
annual meeting, Chicago, IL, August 30, 2007. 
 
“E Pluribus Unum: Political Unification and Political Realism.”  Presented at Midwest 
Political Science Association (MPSA) annual meeting, Chicago, IL, April 21, 2006. 

  
“E Pluribus Unum: Political Unification and Political Realism.”  Presented at 
Columbia University International Politics Seminar (CUIPS), September 19, 2005. 

 
“Machiavelli’s Missing Romulus and the Murderous Intent of The Prince.”  Presented 
at Columbia University “A Peninsula Against Itself: Competing Visions of Italy” 
Conference, April 1, 2005. 

  
“Force, Fraud, and the Founding of the American Constitution.”  Presented at the 
Athens Institute for Education and Research (ATINER), Athens, Greece, May 28, 
2004. 

 
 

POSITIONS: 
 
   Professor, University of Notre Dame, summer 2020- 
 
   Associate Professor, University of Notre Dame, 2017-spring 2020.  
 
   Associate Professor, University of Miami, summer 2014-2016. 
 
   Assistant Professor, University of Miami, fall 2008-spring 2014. 
 
   Adjunct Assistant Professor 

 
New York University, graduate seminars, fall 2006-spring 2008. 
 
Columbia University, undergraduate lectures and seminar, fall 2006-spring 2008. 
 
Barnard College, senior thesis seminar, academic year 2007-2008. 
 
Hunter College, undergraduate seminar, fall 2006. 

 
   Lecturer 
 

Columbia University, graduate and undergraduate lectures, summers 2007, 2008. 
 
   Adjunct Lecturer  
 

Fordham University, undergraduate lecture, spring 2004. 
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Hunter College, undergraduate lecture, spring-fall 2002. 
 
   Teaching Assistant, Columbia University, fall 2000-fall 2005. 
 
 

SERVICE 
 

Member, Graduate Policy Committee, University of Notre Dame, AY 2021-2022. 
 
  Affiliate, Initiative on Race and Resilience, University of Notre Dame, spring 2021-    

 
Director, Hans J. Morgenthau Fellows Program, (with Eugene Gholz), University of 

Notre Dame, 2020- 
 
Member, Department Culture Committee, University of Notre Dame, spring 2020. 
 
Series Editor, Columbia University Press Studies in International Order and Politics, 

(with Stacie Goddard and Daniel Nexon), New York, NY, 2019- 
 
Field Chair, International Relations, University of Notre Dame, 2019-2020. 
 
Member, Executive Committee, International History and Politics Section, American 

Political Science Association (APSA), 2018-2020. 
 
International Relations Representative, Graduate Admissions Committee, University of 

Notre Dame, 2019, 2021, 2024. 
 
Associate Director, Notre Dame International Security Center (NDISC), University 

of Notre Dame, 2017- 
 
Reviewer, Laura Shannon Book Prize in Contemporary European Studies, Nanovic 

Institute for European Studies, University of Notre Dame, spring 2018. 
 
Director, Notre Dame International Security Center (NDISC) Speaker Series, 

University of Notre Dame, AY 2017-2018 (with Eugene Gholz), spring 2021. 
 
   Doctoral Thesis Advisor: 

• Jing Li, University of Notre Dame, expected 2026 

• Shasta Kaul, University of Notre Dame, expected 2026 

• Kevin Bustamante, University of Notre Dame, expected 2025 

• Linus Recht, University of Notre Dame, expected 2025 

• Isheika Cleare, University of Notre Dame, expected 2024 

• Steven Alec Hahus, University of Notre Dame, expected 2024 

• Moritz Graefrath, University of Notre Dame, defended 2023 

• Grant Cohen, University of Miami, defended 2017 

• Patrick Thompson, University of Miami, defended 2017 
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• Aleksandar Jankovski, University of Miami, defended 2010 
 
   Master’s Thesis Advisor, New York University, academic years 2006-2008, University of 

Miami, AY 2015-2016. 
 
   Undergraduate Thesis Advisor, University of Miami, AY 2008-2009, 2012-2013, fall  

2015; University of Notre Dame, spring 2019- 
 
   Reviewer, Beyond the Book Summer Fellowship, University of Miami, spring 2016. 
 
   Chair, IR Comprehensive Exams Committee, University of Miami, spring 2015. 
 
   Member, Elizabeth White Endowed Chair Search Committee, University of Miami, 

spring 2015-fall 2016. 
 
   Member, Curriculum Revision Committee, University of Miami, POL and INS 

programs, summer-autumn 2015. 
 
   Grant Reviewer, Provost Research Awards, University of Miami, fall 2014. 
 
   Speaker, New Faculty Reception, “Getting Tenure,” University of Miami, Aug. 23, 2014. 
 
   Member, International Studies Steering Committee, University of Miami, 2013-2015. 
 
   Chair, International Relations Search Committee, University of Miami, (assistant 

professor) fall 2013, 2014. 
 
   Speaker, Prospective Student Open House, “Doing Social Science,” University of 

Miami, spring 2013-spring 2016. 
 

Interviewer, Foote, Singer, and Stamps scholarships, University of Miami, spring 
2010-2015. 

 
   Author, proposal for an institute of public affairs, University of Miami, spring 2012. 
 
   Fundraising Speaker, University of Miami, Development Office, fall 2011-fall 2016. 
 
   Member, Program Assessment for Institutional Effectiveness (SACS), Department of 

Political Science committee, University of Miami, AY 2011-2012. 
 
   Member, American Studies Program Steering Committee, University of Miami, AY 

2010-2015. 
 
   Graduate Admissions Committee, University of Miami, spring 2011. 
 
   Director, Department of Political Science Faculty Workshop, University of Miami, 

spring 2010. 
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   Member, International Relations Search Committees, University of Miami, (open rank) 

fall 2008; (visiting assistant professor), spring 2012. 
 
   Undergraduate Advisor, Columbia University, spring 2004-spring 2006. 
 
   Doctoral Admissions Committee Member, Columbia University, spring 2004, 2005. 
 
 

EXPERIENCE: 
 
   Associate 
  
 Robert Jervis University Seminar, Columbia University, New York, NY, 2023- 
 
   Participant 
 
 Council on Foreign Relations, College and University Educators Workshop, New 

York, NY, weekend of April 17, 2015. 
 

Academic Exchange Mission to Israel and the Palestinian Authority, Yitzhak Rabin 
Center, Tel Aviv, Israel, June 22-29, 2014.  
 
International Policy Summer Institute (IPSI), Elliott School of International Affairs, 
The George Washington University, Washington, DC, June 12-17, 2011. 

 
Non-proliferation simulation, Williams College, Williamstown, MA, December 4-5, 
2009; May 6-7, 2011; Wellesley College, Wellesley, MA, December 2-3, 2011. 

 
Teachers’ Workshop, Philip Merrill Center for Strategic Studies, Vergennes, VT, June 
8-12, 2009. 

 
Summer Workshop on Analysis of Military Operations and Strategy (SWAMOS), 
Ithaca, NY, July 10-29, 2005. 

 
   Reviewer 
 

Acta Politica, American Political Science Review, American Politics Research, Cambridge Review of 
International Affairs, Cambridge University Press, Columbia University Press, European 
Journal of International Relations, European Journal of International Security, Foreign Policy 
Analysis, Georgetown University Press, Global Studies Quarterly, International Organization, 
International Relations, International Security (super reviewer 2015/16, 2021/22), 
International Studies Review, International Studies Quarterly, International Theory, Journal of 
Global Security Studies, Journal of International Relations and Development, Journal of Politics, 
Oxford University Press, Perspectives on Politics, Political Science Quarterly, Public Integrity, 
Security Studies, World Politics, Yale University Press. 
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United States-Italy Fulbright Commission, 2022-2023. 
 
   White House Intern, Vice Presidential Correspondence, summer 1998. 
 
   United States Senate Intern, Office of Senator Herb Kohl, summer 1997. 

 

 
Last updated: 27 February 2024 


