
Carly Sandstrom 

Carlysandstrom119@gmail.com ᐧ https://www.linkedin.com/in/carly-sandstrom-538b131ab/ 
 
 
EDUCATION   
Columbia University, New York City, NY                                              ​ ​ ​     October 2024 
Master of Arts, Human Rights Studies​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​          GPA: 4.00 
Thesis: “A Balancing Act: Analyzing Children’s Rights in UK and Australian Counterterrorism Policies.”  
 
Michigan State University, James Madison College East Lansing, MI                       ​          May 2023 
Bachelor of Arts, Social Relations and Policy, Comparative Cultures and Politics​               
Minors: Spanish, and Women’s and Gender Studies​ ​ ​ ​ GPA: 3.92 (with Honor) 
Nominated by MSU for the Mitchell Scholarship, and the Marshall Scholarship 
 
WORK EXPERIENCE  
Great Lakes Recovery Centers, Marquette, MI​ ​ ​ ​         
Foundation Administrator​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​          March - June 2025 
Grant Administrator​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Sept. 2024- March 2025 

●​ Responsible for managing and organizing data for 10+ grants from public and private grantors for 
a large behavioral health non-profit worth over $1.5 million.  

●​ Applied for new grants to expand programming offered throughout the non-profit. 
●​ Drafted progress reports, financial status reports, and final reports. 
●​ Developed plans to revitalize ongoing programs and potential future programming. 

Human Rights Educators USA, remote​ ​ ​ ​ ​         June - Aug. 2024 
Fellow 

●​ Taught a Training session on the Theory of Change Model and its effectiveness for incorporating 
youth voices into human rights organizations’ strategic plans to twenty human rights 
professionals.  

●​ Spearheaded the development of a comprehensive theory of change and logic model plan to 
support the future of HRE USA. 

●​ Planned and developed materials for the 2024 Training As Action Series through collaboration 
and curriculum development to ensure the event’s success. 

●​ Reviewed and evaluated submissions to the UN and academic journals, contributing to the 
engagement with human rights education. 

Criterion Institute, remote                                                                    ​ ​    Oct. 2023- April 2024 
Intern 

●​ Analyzed open-source research materials to aid in developing a toolkit on sustainable investing in 
the Pacific Region using open-source research to inform potential investors on best practices.  

●​ Authored blogs covering events hosted by Criterion, effectively capturing key insights and 
highlights to share with stakeholders on LinkedIn. 

●​ Assisted in the development of a new plan for gender-based violence standards by looking at 
other organization’s programs to promote safer and more inclusive communities. 
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AmeriCorps Summer Vista, United Way of Marquette County, Marquette, MI           June-Aug. 2023  
Volunteer Coordinator 

●​ Collaborated on community outreach initiatives targeting non-profits and businesses, fostering 
partnerships and promoting mutual support within the community. 

●​ Conducted live interviews and drafted press releases as part of media outreach efforts, effectively 
communicating United Way’s upcoming events and initiatives.  

●​ Coordinated event planning activities aimed at engaging citizens of all ages in volunteerism for 
the county, fostering a culture of community involvement and social responsibility. 

●​ Generated engaging social media content to promote organizational activities and highlight 
outstanding community members on Instagram and Facebook, effectively reaching and engaging 
target audiences across various platforms. 

Grow Género y Trabajo, remote                                           ​  ​ ​ ​  May-July 2021 
Intern 

●​ Conducted comprehensive data gathering and analysis on gender equality at the 2020 Summer 
Olympics, focusing on representation and performance among Latin American countries. 

●​ Utilized analytical skills to derive meaningful insights and recommendations aimed at promoting 
gender equity in sports within the region. 

●​ Thrived in a multicultural and bilingual environment, effectively collaborating with diverse teams 
and stakeholders to achieve project objectives, working in both English and Spanish. 

 
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE AND PRESENTATIONS 
Lab Leader, James Madison College                                ​ ​ ​     June 2021-April 2023 
JMC Human Rights Lab, Dr. Robert Brathwaite  

●​ Led 20 students in completing research projects by assigning tasks based on each individual’s 
skill and working alongside the group to submit data to organizations like the International 
Criminal Court.  

●​ Organized projects that brought awareness to various international human rights violations based 
on demand from outside partners or individual issue assessments, including tracking persons of 
interest and monitoring changes in the pattern of life analyses.   

●​ Completed research using satellite imagery analysis, AIS data, ArcGIS, Tableau, and open-source 
search for accurate data collection.  

  
Research Assistant, KU Leuven                                                                                      Sept.-Dec. 2022 
EuroScholars Program, Dr. Marc Hooghe 

●​ Conducted research on the implementation of remote electronic voting in Europe for Ecuador's 
upcoming elections, with a focus on analyzing potential impacts on low voter turnout rates. 

●​ Drafted a comprehensive survey to gather voter opinions on remote electronic voting, facilitating 
data collection for analysis and insights. 

●​ Organized an interview with an Ecuadorian official in Spanish, exploring voting policies and 
procedures to inform the research. 

●​ Aimed to highlight innovative strategies to engage voters in democracies facing challenges with 
voter turnout, contributing to the advancement of democratic participation. 



●​ Received first place in the Political Science category at the University Undergraduate Research 
and Arts Forum for the presentation of this research. 

 
Honors Research Seminar, Honors College                                                           Sept. 2020-Apr. 2021  
Framing Social Movements, Dr. Rachel Mourão  

●​ Coded 2,000 news media sources, attaining acceptable intercoder reliability levels, to contribute 
to the development of a poster and presentation for a research forum at MSU. 

●​ Completed research aimed at promoting awareness of biases in media reporting, to encourage the 
public to critically review news content. 

●​ Presented the research findings at the University Undergraduate Research and Arts Forum, 
effectively communicating insights and fostering discussion on media bias and its implications. 

  
SERVICE AND LEADERSHIP 
Chair, West End Suicide Prevention, Negaunee, MI                                               Sept. 2024- June 2025 

●​ Organize LOSS teams, suicide prevention events, and awareness activities for the west end of 
Marquette County.  

Mentor, Read Ahead, New York, NY                                                                 ​    Sept. 2023- May 2024 
●​ Tutored an elementary student in New York to help support literacy development and an 

appreciation for reading so he could graduate from the program. 
Mentor, Brave Generation, New York, NY                                                             Sept. 2023- April 2024 

●​ Mentored a Ukrainian high school student to assist them in navigating the US college application 
process and they were accepted into three universities with significant financial support. 

Volunteer, Community Language School Youth Classes, East Lansing, MI          ​  Jan.-May 2021  

●​ Engaged in teacher-led activities to demonstrate exemplary behavior and participation to support 
Spanish language development.  

 
HONORS AND AWARDS 
2024 Universities Network for Children in Armed Conflict Scholarship in Honor of Ms. Francesca 
Tardioli, former Italian Ambassador to Australia 
Student Review Committee for the Human Rights Essay Contest 
Outstanding Comparative Cultures and Politics Senior Award 2023 
 
SKILLS 

Certificate of Completion for the UNETCHAC Advanced Training Course on “International Criminal 
Jurisdiction and Children in Armed Conflict”  
Certified in Human Subjects Research from CITI Program 
Software: ArcGIS, Tableau, Microsoft Office, Google Suite, beginner Python 
Language: Spanish (reading and writing: advanced; speaking: intermediate) 
Trained in QPR Suicide Prevention 
International experience: Ireland (two weeks), Spain (eight weeks), Belgium (four months) 


