Shay R. Hafner

2060 Jenkins Nanovic Halls, Notre Dame, IN 46556
shafner3@nd.edu

EDUCATION

University of Notre Dame Expected 2028
PhD, Political Science

Fields: American Politics & Methodology

Monmouth College May 2023
Bachelor of Arts, Political Science & Data Science
Summa Cum Laude, Honors program, Political Science departmental honors

RESEARCH

Interests

Political behavior, public opinion, polarization, quantitative research, experimental methods,
text analysis

Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles
Hafner, Shay R. and Andre P. Audette. 2023. "The Politics of Church Shopping." Politics and
Religion 16(1): 73-89. DOI: 10.1017/S1755048322000384.

Book Chapters
Layman, Geoffrey C., John C. Green, and Shay R. Hafner. “Factions among Major Party Elites.”
In The State of the Parties (10th edition). (Forthcoming)

Other Scholarly Writing

Andre P. Audette and Shay R. Hafner. 6 December, 2022. “Political Church Shopping is Further
Polarizing America.” ARC Magazine,
https://arcmag.org/political-church-shopping-is-further-polarizing-america/.

Papers in Progress
“Presidential Cues On Authoritarian Leaders and Regimes.”

“Partisanship Over Partnership: The Electoral Tradeoffs of Bipartisan Messaging in Campaigns,”
with Amy Brooke Grauley.

“Harder to Mend: The Limits and Potential of Pro-Democratic Rhetoric,” with James R.G. Kirk,
Matthew E.K. Hall, and Conner Martinez. (Under review)

“Revisiting Celebrity Political Influence with Personalized Interventions,” with Erin L. Rossitter.
(under review)

Conference Presentations
“Method-Aware Respondents and the Reliability of Online Political Science Experiments” with
Amy Brooke Grauley. Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, 2026.


mailto:shafner3@nd.edu
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1755048322000384
https://arcmag.org/political-church-shopping-is-further-polarizing-america/

“Factions among Major Party Elites” with Geoffrey C. Layman and John C. Green. State of the
Parties: 2024 and Beyond, 2025.

“Pro-Authoritarian Elite Rhetoric and Support for Democracy in America and Abroad.” Annual
Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, 2025.

“Bipartisanship and Elite Rhetoric” with Amy Brooke Grauley. Annual Meeting of the Midwest
Political Science Association, 2025.

"Designed for Violence? Electoral Systems and Electoral Violence in Democracies." Annual
Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, 2023

"Teaching and Learning from Crowdfunded Survey Experiments in Undergraduate Classes" with
Andre P. Audette, Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, 2023

Other Research Experience

Research Assistant, Geoffrey Layman Summer 2025
Research Assistant, Erin L. Rossiter Summer 2024
Kieft Summer Research Program Summer 2021
TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Instructor-of-Record:

Analyzing Public Opinion & Voting Behavior, POLS 40814 (co-instructor) Spring 2026
Teaching Assistant with Discussion Sections

American Politics, POLS 10100 Fall 2025
Teaching Assistant

The United States Congress, POLS 30005 Spring 2025
Introduction to Public Policy, HESB 20010, Fall 2024

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Midwest Journal of Undergraduate Research
Coordinating editor 2022-2023
Student editor 2019-2022

GRANTS, HONORS, AND AWARDS

Notre Dame Presidential Fellowship Fall 2023-Present
Notre Dame Democracy Initiative Catalyst Grant ($5,000) Fall 2025
Notre Dame Franco Institute Graduate Student Research Award ($5,000)

Fall 2025

Notre Dame Franco Institute American Dream Grant ($4,000) 2025
Notre Dame Democracy Initiative Catalyst Grant ($17,000) 2024
SOFTWARE SKILLS

R/RStudio, Python, SQL, Qualtrics



