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Education

PhD Student, Political Science Department. University of Notre Dame. Indiana, USA.
Fall 2026 - current.

M.A. in Latin American Studies, Roger T. Stone Center for Latin American Studies,
Tulane University. Louisiana, USA.

2024 - 2026. M.A. Thesis title: "The Mayor’s dilemma facing democratic backsliding: evi-
dence from El Salvador". Commitee: Virginia Oliveros (Chair), David Smilde and Ludovico
Feoli.

M.Sc. in Social Policy Management, Central American Institute for Public Administra-
tion. Costa Rica.
2019.

B.A. in Political Science, University of Costa Rica. Costa Rica.
2013.

Publications

Peer-Reviewed Articles

Aguirre, Eugenia and Ovares, C. "Representacion joven y poder local: elecciones munic-
ipales en Costa Rica, 2024" (Youth representation and local power: municipal elections in
Costa Rica, 2024). Revista de Derecho FElectoral, no. 41, 2026. https://doi.org/10.35242/
RDE_2026_41_4

Aguirre, Eugenia. "La creacion de nuevas unidades administrativas en Costa Rica: Los casos
de Monteverde y Puerto Jiménez" (The creation of new administrative units in Costa Rica:
Monteverde and Puerto Jiménez cases). Revista Cientifica Administrar lo Publico, vol 2, no.
1, 2025. https://doi.org/10.15517/g76zsd12

Aguirre, Eugenia and Ovares, C. "Elecciones municipales 2024 en Costa Rica: ;siguen las
tendencias?" (Municipal Elections in Costa Rica 2024: Do the trends continue?). Revista
Elecciones, vol. 23, no. 28, 2024. https://doi.org/10.53557/Elecciones.2024.v23n28.
10

Aguirre, Eugenia. "Reformas a la figura ejecutiva municipal en Costa Rica: hacia las elec-
ciones municipales de 2024" (Reforms to the mayor’s role in Costa Rica (2018-2022): towards
2024 elections) Revista de Derecho Electoral, no. 37, 2024. https://doi.org/10.35242/
RDE_2024_37_12.

Aguirre, Eugenia and Ovares, C. ";La regla de moda? FEl uso de la figura de doble pos-
tulacion en Costa Rica (1998-2022)" (The new trend? The use of the 'double nomination’
electoral rule in Costa Rican Elections (1998- 2022)" Anuario Centro de Investigacion y Es-
tudios Politicos, no. 14, 2023. https://doi.org/10.15517/aciep.v0i14.56200
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Book Chapters

Aguirre, Eugenia; Cortés, M. and Ovares, C. "Cinco elecciones municipales: ;construimos
una cultura politica democrética orientada a lo local?" (“After 5 local elections: have we
built a democratic culture locally oriented?”). In El malestar en Costa Rica: alertas desde
la cultura democrdtica, compiled by Castro, M.; Garcia, C.; and Sandoval, M. IFED-TSE,
2025.

Aguirre, Eugenia. "Costa Rica: mas alla de la paridad" (Costa Rica beyond parity). In Rep-
resentacion Simbdlica de las Mujeres en América Latina, edited by Gilas, Karolina. UNAM,
2023.

Aguirre, Eugenia and Jiménez, R. "Los Gobiernos Locales en la coyuntura 2017 - 2021"
(Local governments in the current juncture: 2017 - 2021). In La realidad politica costarricense
(2017-2020): una memoria desde el Observatorio de la Politica Nacional, by Rosales, R.
CIEP-University of Costa Rica, 2023.

Aguirre, Eugenia and Cascante, M.J. "Costa Rica". In Politica y crisis en América Latina:
Reaccion e impacto frente a la Covid-19, edited by Alcantara, M. and Marti, S. Marcial Pons,
2020.

Works in Progress

Aguirre, Eugenia and Ovares, C. "Proceso electoral atipico: Costa Rica 2026" (Atypical
Electoral Process: Costa Rica 2026) (Forthcoming in Revista Mexicana de Derecho Electoral).

Hartlyn, J.; Martinez-Gallardo, C.; de la Cerda, N. and Aguirre, Eugenia. Paper intro-
ducing Chapel Hill Expert Survey - Latin America 2024. (Under review).

Aguirre, Eugenia; de la Cerda, N.; and Gunderson, J. International Party Organizations
and Party Positions: An Application of Model-Based Clustering at Global Scale. (Full draft
available upon request)

Contreras, G.; Lechartre, J.; Sandoval, J. and Aguirre, Eugenia. Challenges and Practi-
calities of Subnational Research Designs. (Full draft available upon request)

Cascante, M.J. and Aguirre, Eugenia. Central America: populism, violence and security.
de la Cerda, N.; Gunderson, J. and Aguirre, Eugenia. Party families in Latin America.

Rodriguez, F.; Gonzalez, R. and Aguirre, Eugenia. Sustaining Organized Resistance in
Processes of Authoritarian Closure: El Salvador, 2021-2025.

Casullo, M.E.; Brown, H. and Aguirre, Eugenia. Tapando el sol con un dedo: el reto de
enfrentar el populismo en América Central (Trying to hide the sun with a finger: the chal-
lenge of confronting populism in Central America).

Teaching Experience

Primary Instructor. Department of Political Science, University of Costa Rica:

Legislative Processes, 2020 - 2024. Average evaluation: 9.65/10
Decision-making and public affairs, 2021 - 2023. Average evaluation: 9.43/10

Local governments in Costa Rica, 2023. Average evaluation: 9.95/10
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Power from the Political Science Perspective, 2022. Average evaluation: 9.46/10

Primary Instructor. Department of International Relations, Latin American University of Sci-
ence and Technology, Costa Rica:

Introduction to International Relations, Primary Instructor, 2019.

Research Experience

Research Assistant, Chapel - Hill Expert Survey Latin America, 2024-2026.

Research Assistant, Center for Inter-American Policy and Research, Tulane University, 2024
- 2026. 120 hours per academic term.

Researcher, Democracy Chapter, State of the Nation Program, Costa Rica, 2020 - 2024.

Researcher, National Politics Observatory, Departament of Political Science, University of
Costa Rica, 2019 - 2024.

Professional Experience

Instructor, Department of Political Science, University of Costa Rica, 2020 - 2024.

Advocacy and Communications Director, National Association of Local Governments, San
José, Costa Rica, 2014-2018, 2020-2021.

Legislative Advisor, Legislative Assembly, San José, Costa Rica, 2010-2014, 2018-2019.

Policy Reports

Aguirre, E and others. 2019 - 2025. Yearly Legislative Reports. Democracy Chapter, State
of the Nation. All available here.

Aguirre, E; Araya, C.; and Paz, Andrey. (2023). "Sistematizacion de intervenciones de
prevenciéon de la violencia y el delito en las municipalidades de Mora y Moravia, desde el
enfoque de capacidades institucionales." (Violence and crime prevention interventions in Mora
and Moravia municipalities: from the institutional capabilities approach.) Citizen Security
Knowledge Network and INFOSegura (UNDP).

Aguirre, E. (2021). "Agenda Municipal Costarricense 2021 - 2025" (Costa Rica’s Municipal
Agenda 2021-2025). National Association of Local Governments. San José¢, Costa Rica.

Aguirre, E. (2020). "I Informe de Localizacién de los Objetivos de Desarrollo Sostenible
(ODS) en los Gobiernos Locales de Costa Rica." (I National Report on Localization of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in Costa Rica’s local governments). United Cities
and Local Governments (UCLG). San José, Costa Rica.

Aguirre, E. (2017). "Agenda Municipal Costarricense 2017 - 2021" (Costa Rica’s Municipal
Agenda 2017-2021). National Association of Local Governments. San José, Costa Rica.
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Training

Summer School in International Survey Methods. Center for Global Democracy. Vanderbilt
University. June, 2025.

Quantitative methods for Social Sciences. IPSA - Flacso Mexico. June, 2023.

XX Interamerican Course on Elections and Democracy "Democratic Institutions in Latin
America: Democratic Institutions in Latin America: A Cross-Sectoral Perspective on Crisis
Recovery". IIDH-CAPEL. Panama City, Panama. October, 2022.

Higher education didactics. University of Costa Rica. March - July, 2020.

Legislative Technique, 14th edition. CEDDET Foundation and Deputees Congress. Madrid,
Spain. 2018.

Conference Presentations

Latin American Studies Association: Central America 2026. Regional Symposium. San José,
Costa Rica. 2026.

Latin American Studies Association. Paris, France. 2026.

21th Annual Tulane University Student Conference on Latin America (TUSCLA). New Or-
leans, U.S.A. 2024

Latin American Studies Association. Bogota, Colombia. 2024.

XVIII Annual Conference of the Inter-American Network of Education in Public Adminis-
tration. San Jose, Costa Rica. 2024.

IT International Seminar on Subnational Policy in Latin America. Juiz de Fora, Brazil. 2023.
10th Central American Congress of Political Science. Panama City, Panama. 2023.

VII International Colloquium on Cultural Diversity and Regional Studies. San Ramén, Costa
Rica. 2023.

Central American Congress of Decentralization and Territorial Development. Guatemala
City, Guatemala. 2022.

3rd International Seminar of Political reforms to representation in Latin America. Mexico
City, Mexico. 2022.

Grants and awards

Professional Travel Grant. Stone Center for Latin American Studies, 2026 ($1000)

Summer Research Fellowship. Stone Center for Latin American Studies, 2025 ($2,551).
Funding for Summer School. Center for Inter-American Policy and Research, 2025 ($1,500).
Professional Travel Grant. Stone Center for Latin American Studies, 2026 ($500) [declined].
Travel Grant. LASA, Subnational Politics and Society Subsection, 2025 ($400) [declined].

Research Assistantship. Tulane University. 2024 - 2026. ($5,000 per academic year).



Graduate Studies Scholarship. University of Costa Rica, 2024 - 2031 ($94,630.50).
Travel Grant. LASA, Central America Subsection, 2024 ($400).

Research Grant. Citizen Security Knowledge Network and INFOSegura (UNDP), 2023
($5,000).

Service

Member, Search Committee for POP Director of Graduate Studies and Faculty Engagement,
Stone Center for Latin American Studies, 2025-2026.

Student representative, Executive Committee, Stone Center for Latin American Studies,
2025-2026.

President, Latin America Graduate Student Organization, Tulane University, 2025-2026.
Member, International Students Advisory Board, Tulane University, Spring 2025.

President, Board of Directors, National Association of Professionals in Political Science and
International Relations, Costa Rica, 2020 - 2024

Memberships

Latin American Association of Political Science (ALACIP). Latin American Studies Association
(LASA): Central America and Political Institutions sections. Network of Women Political Sci-
entists (Red de Politélogas). National Forum of Women Politicians for Costa Rica. Subnational
Politics in Latin America Scholars (REPSAL).

Languages
Spanish (Native) - English (Advanced)

References
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Tania Rodriguez, PhD. Chair, Political Science Department, University of Costa Rica.
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