
Shihan Wang
# Shihan523@uchicago.edu

Education
University of Chicago
M.A., Committee on International Relations 09/2024–06/2025
Relevant coursework: Quantitative Methods, Causal Inference, Regression Analysis, Economics of Development, International Political
Economy, Global Order and Security.
Thesis: Conditioning the Effectiveness of Export Bans on Raw Materials by Global South Countries in Critical Mineral Markets
The University of Hong Kong
Bachelor of Laws and Bachelor of Social Sciences 09/2019–06/2024
National University of Singapore
Summer School in Social Science Research Methods (Quantitative Public Policy Analysis) 07/2023
Sciences Po (Paris)
Exchange Program 08/2022–12/2022

Research Experience
United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP)
Research Intern 08/2025–Present
○ Conduct independent desk research and data analysis on sustainable financing and development strategies in Asia-Pacific economies.
○ Assist in developing quantitative frameworks to assess macroeconomic vulnerabilities, external financing needs, and the role of

international trade in promoting sustainable growth.
○ Draft analytical briefs and policy notes that integrate empirical evidence with development economics theories, supporting ESCAP’s

regional policy dialogues and capacity-building initiatives.
Chicago Booth, with Dr. Tomas Dominguez
Research Assistant 02/2025–Present
○ Firm Interests and Global Mining Supply Chains (Project 1): Contributed to research examining how firm- and mine-owner level

interests shape the political economy of global mineral supply chains. Assembled a structured dataset linking firm ownership,
production capacity, and trade exposure. Assisted in drafting analytical frameworks exploring how private sector interests influence
state policy choices and global market dynamics.

○ Dynamic Livestock Equilibrium Models (Project 2): Applied cattle cycle and DLE frameworks to analyze Argentina’s agricultural
export restrictions under climate variability. Implemented simulation models in Python to evaluate how export bans and climate
shocks jointly affect production cycles, trade flows, and sustainability of the livestock sector. Integrated formal economic modeling
with empirical trade data to assess long-term policy outcomes.

UChicago-HKU Global Studies Fellowship
Research Fellow 06/2024–08/2024
Project: Greening of Belt and Road Initiative and Global Energy Transition
○ Conducted nearly 20 elite interviews with policymakers, industry experts, and practitioners in the renewable energy sector to understand

dynamics of China’s domestic energy transition and its global implications.
○ Analyzed how China’s domestic green transition reshaped its outward trade strategy, with a growing emphasis on clean energy

technologies and private-sector participation, while reducing reliance on state-owned enterprises and large-scale infrastructure projects.
○ Produced a comprehensive report linking qualitative interview evidence with trade data, highlighting how the BRI’s trade profile has

shifted toward renewable energy and more market-oriented actors.
University of Hong Kong, with Prof. Austin Strange
Research Assistant 01/2022–06/2023
Project: China’s 20th-century Global Development Finance Projects
○ Built and standardized a comprehensive database of China’s global development finance projects from archival sources, later integrated

into the William & Mary AidData platform.
○ Conducted extensive archival research across Chinese and international sources, coding project-level information on financing type,

sectoral distribution, and recipient countries.
○ Applied R-based statistical analysis to evaluate long-term sustainability and geopolitical implications of Chinese-funded projects,

contributing to a broader comparative study of international development finance.
Institute of Social Sciences Survey, CFPS (Prof. Qiong Wu)
Research Intern 06/2021–07/2021
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○ Participated and learned to implement surveys, including questionnaire development, survey formatting, and sampling strategies.
Participated in survey analysis of survey data on topics such as population, employment, education, marriage, social capital, and
healthcare.

○ Performed comparative research on international household surveys, such as the UK Longitudinal Household Survey, and proposed
improvements to the CFPS survey in terms of wave cycles, survey topics, and variable selection.

Shanghai Institute of Finance and Law
Policy Researcher 05/2022–08/2022
○ Conducted interviews on urban administration during the Shanghai COVID-19 lockdown, focusing on community governance and

crisis response; Performed background research and data gathering on Shanghai’s community self-governance and information
disclosure practices.

○ Authored research reports synthesizing interview findings, analyzing challenges and strategies in community self-governance and
transparency in public administration application during Covid-19 lockdowns.

Professional Experience
YWCA Hong Kong
Event Planning Intern 07/2023–08/2023
○ Strategically designed and implemented a series of neighborhood public outreach projects attended by over 500 participants
○ Led capacity-building workshops to enhance the skills and knowledge of social workers in Hong Kong, strengthening community

support networks.
○ Collaborated with social organizations to advocate for the rights of marginalized groups, promoting inclusivity and social justice.

Haihui Poverty Alleviation Organization (NGO)
Project Management Intern 03/2023–07/2023
○ Supported Haihui’s charity initiatives in Chiang Mai, including projects on locust breeding, refugee education, and poverty alleviation;

conducted field visits to rural areas and prepared comprehensive poverty alleviation reports.
○ Led revenue-generating projects, such as Thailand study tours, which raised over ten thousand dollars funding for Haihui’s poverty

alleviation project in three months.

Leadership
AIESEC – SDG Innovation Challenge
Participant 03/2021–04/2021
Researched and authored a comprehensive report on forced marriages within Hong Kong’s ethnic minority communities, highlighting
social challenges and policy implications.
Social Innovation Roundtable, HKU
Coordinator 09/2020–09/2021
○ Coordinated a documentary project on Hong Kong refugees, managing a team of volunteers and overseeing project execution.
○ Collaborated with the Refugee Union to organize campus events, including lectures and exhibitions, raising awareness about Hong

Kong’s refugee situation; events attracted over 200 participants.

Honors & Awards
07/2025: Chicago Consular Corps Global Research Awards
09/2024: Midway Research Scholarship, University of Chicago
12/2022: HKU Worldwide Undergraduate Exchange Scholarship
09/2020: Song Ching Ling Scholarship

Conference Presentations
07/2025: “Export Bans and Industrial Capacity: Assessing the Effectiveness of Critical Mineral Policies in the Global South.”
Presented at the ISA–DPLST–LAC–ABRI Joint Conference, Brazil.

Skills
Data Analysis: R, Stata (data cleaning, regression, visualization)
Survey Design: Questionnaire development, sampling strategies
Qualitative Research: Archival research, NVivo, MAXQDA
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