Gessica de Freitas
Department of Political Science | University of Notre Dame
gdefreit@nd.edu | website: gessicadefreitas.com

EDUCATION

2023-present Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Political Science, University of Notre Dame.

2025 M.A. Political Science, University of Notre Dame.

2023 M.A. Political Science, State University of Campinas.

Thesis: “Three decades of institutional changes: how did parliamentarians change
the rules of the Brazilian decision-making process post-1988?”

2019 B.A. Social Sciences with a focus on Political Science, State University of Campinas.

PUBLICATIONS

2025 Porter et al. 2025. The Consequences of Elite Action Against Elections. British
Journal of Political Science 55: €159. doi: 10.1017/S0007123425100926.

2025 Huertas-Hernandez, S.; de Freitas, G. 2025. “De Guardianes a Espectadores:
Supervision Legislativa y Resiliencia Democratica en América Latina.” In Informe
Sobre la Democracia 2025: 25 Anios de Autocratizacion: ;Democracia Truncada?,
ed. V-Dem Regional Center Latin America. Gothenburg: V-Dem Institute.

2024 Catelano, O., de Freitas, G., Chaguri, M. and Candido, M.R. 2024. “Desigualdades
de raga e género entre cientistas sociais.” Em Sociedade 5(2): 9-24.
doi:10.5752/P.2595-7716.2023v5n2p9-24.

2023 Vasquez, V., de Freitas, G. and Zuaneti Martins, M. (2023) ““Uma Fraquejada?”
Producao legislativa sobre género no Brasil em contexto conservador,’ in Partidos
e Institui¢oes Politicas no Brasil contempordneo. c. pp. 66—83.

2023 Schulze, M. F., de Freitas, G., Mezzalira, B., and Cassis, C. Politica se aprende
jogando: o jogo FuraCamara e a educacdo politica de jovens em tempos de
pandemia. Revista Parlamento E Sociedade, 11(20), 139-159.

2019 Vasquez, V., de Freitas, G. MUDANCAS INSTITUCIONAIS E SUAS

CONSEQUENCIAS: uma analise do sistema de comissdes brasileiro. CAOS.
Revista Eletronica de Ciéncias Sociais, v. 2, p. 36-55.

CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION

2026

de Freitas, G. “How Do Voters Choose Their Candidates for Congress in
Proportional Multiparty Systems? Evidence from a Conjoint Experiment.” In:
Kellogg Institute Pre-LASA Workshop, Paris, France (May 25).
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de Freitas, G. “The Politics of Reform: The Distributive Power of Institutional
Change in the Brazilian Congress.” In: Latin American Studies Association (LASA)
Annual Congress 2026, Paris, France (May 26-30).

Cordova, A., de Freitas, G. “Deeming the Undemocratic Democratic: How
Support for ‘Illiberal Majoritarianism’ Shapes Understandings of Democracy in
Latin America.” In: The Global Democracy Conference (GDC) 2026, University
of Notre Dame, South Bend, IN, United States (May 19-20).

de Freitas, G. and Sin, G. L., “Committee Power and Agenda Control: Strategic
Use of Terminative Decisions and Appeals in Brazil’s Legislative Process” In: 83rd
Annual Midwest Political Science Association Conference (MPSA) 2026, Chicago,
IL, United States (4pr 23-26).

Curry, J. M., de Freitas, G., and Dobson, M. R. “Procedural Rights and Minority
Party Influence in American Legislatures” In: 83rd Annual Midwest Political
Science Association Conference (MPSA) 2026, Chicago, IL, United States (Apr
23-26).

de Freitas, G. “When Legislatures Enable Democratic Erosion: Congress as an
Authoritarian Institution in Peru”. In: Authoritarian Institutions and State
Dynamics: A Graduate Papers Workshop. IHS. Arizona State University, Tempe,
AZ (Jan 23-24).

Cordova, A., de Freitas, G. “Deeming the Undemocratic Democratic: How
Support for 'llliberal Majoritarianism' Shapes Understandings of Democracy in
Latin America” In: The International Dynamics of Democratic Backsliding:
Multidisciplinary Perspectives from 1900 to the Present Workshop, University of
Chicago, US (Jan 12-13)

de Freitas, G., “Measuring What Matters: An FA Approach to Bill Importance in
Multiparty Systems” In: 121st APSA Annual Meeting 2025, Vancouver, BC,
Canada (Sept 11-14).

de Freitas, G., Mainwaring, S. “Congressional-Initiated Democratic Backsliding in
Latin America.” In: Latin American Studies Association Congress 2025, San
Francisco, US (May 23-26).

de Freitas, G., Mainwaring, S. “Congressional-Initiated Democratic Backsliding in
Latin America.” In: 82nd Annual Midwest Political Science Association
Conference, Chicago, US (4pril 3-6).

de Freitas, G. “Vote in the legislature: Party, Ideology, budget amendments, or
something else?” In: 2025 Annual Meeting of the Southern Political Science
Association, San Juan, Puerto Rico (Jan 8-11).
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de Freitas, G., Mainwaring, S. “Democratic Erosion in Brazil, 2016-2022: A Non-
Presidential Form of Backsliding.” In: XII Latin American Congress of Political
Science: Latin America as an actor in the global geopolitical configuration, Lisbon,
PT (July 17-20).

de Freitas, G. “If you can't win, change the rules”? An analysis of endogenous
institutional changes in the Internal Regulations of Brazilian legislative branches
(1989-2018). In: 81st Annual Midwest Political Science Association Conference,
Chicago, US (4pril 4-7).

de Freitas, G., Reis, P. H. “Mudancga Institucional como estratégia de disputa
politica: Uma analise do PRC 84/2019, o “PL da mordaca” das minorias.” In: 47°
Encontro Anual da ANPOCS (National Association of Postgraduate Studies in
Social Sciences), Campinas, BR (October 18-27).

Medeiros, D., de Freitas, G. “Why do Players Change the Rules of the Game?
Evidence from Constitutional Reforms in Brazil.” In: 80th Annual Midwest
Political Science Association Conference, Chicago, US (4pril 13-16).

de Freitas, G. “If you can't win, change the rules”? Uma analise das mudangas
institucionais enddgenas nos Regimentos Internos das casas legislativas brasileiras
(1989-2018). In: 46° Encontro Anual da ANPOCS (National Association of
Postgraduate Studies in Social Sciences) (October 12-19).

Schulze, M. F., de Freitas, G. Mezzalira, B., & Cassis, C. “Politica se aprende
jogando: o jogo FuraCamara e a educacdo politica de jovens em tempos de

pandemia.” In 13° Encontro da ABCP (Brazilian Political Science Association)
(September 19-23).

de Freitas, G., Reis, P. H. “Mudanca Institucional como estratégia de disputa
politica: Uma analise do PRC 84/2019, o “PL da mordaga” das minorias.” In 13°
Encontro da ABCP (Brazilian Political Science Association) (September 19-23).

de Freitas, G., Reis, P. H. “Crise politica, renovagdo institucional: uma revisao
sistematica da literatura de mudancas institucionais em sistemas politicos.” In:
Forum Brasileiro de Pos-Graduacao em Ciéncia Politica (February 16-23).

de Freitas, G., Bor6, S. “More politics, more women, and more women, more
politics? The relationship between institutional change, gender politics, and female
representation.” In: ALACIP XI Congreso Latinoamericano de Ciencia Politica
(July 2022).

de Freitas, G., Bord, S. “Mais politica, mais mulheres e mais mulheres, mais
politica? A relagdo entre mudanga institucional, politicas de género e representagao
feminina.” In: 450 Encontro Anual da ANPOCS (National Association of
Postgraduate Studies in Social Sciences) (October 19-27).
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de Freitas, G. “A alteracdo das regras processuais sobre Comissdes da Camara dos
Deputados e seu impacto na producao legislativa.” In: 12° Encontro da ABCP
(Brazilian Political Science Association) (October 19-23).

AWARDS AND DISTINCTIONS

2025

University of Notre Dame
Excellence in Teaching Award for Fall 2024

FELLOWSHIPS AND GRANTS

2023-Present University of Notre Dame

2026

2025-2026

2025

University Presidential Fellowship.

Kellogg Institute for International Studies
Conference Travel Grant — LASA Costa Rica 2026

Institute for Humane Studies (HIS)
Humane Studies Fellowship for required work buyout.

Kellogg Institute for International Studies
Conference Travel Grant — LASA 2026

University of Notre Dame, Graduate School
Graduate School Professional Development Award — LASA 2026

Emerging Methodologists 2026 Cohort
The EMW is funded by the National Science Foundation and supported by the
APSA Qualitative and Multi-Method Research section.

Democracy Catalyst Research Grant
Notre Dame Democracy Initiative

Leadership Advancing Socially Engaged Research (LASER)
University of Notre Dame Graduate School

Franco Institute for Liberal Arts and the Public Good
Annual Research Theme Grant

Institute for Humane Studies (HIS)
Expense Support for Conference Presentation — LASA 2025

College of Arts and Letters (ISLA) and Notre Dame Global (NDG)
Global Dissertation Grant — Fieldwork in Chile

Franco Family Institute for Liberal Arts
Graduate Student Research Award — Fieldwork in Peru
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University of Notre Dame, Graduate School
Graduate School Professional Development Award — APSA 2025

University of Notre Dame, Graduate Student Government
Graduate Student Government Conference Presentation Grant — ANPOCS 2025

University of Notre Dame, Graduate School
Graduate School Professional Development Award

Institute for Humane Studies (IHS)
IHS Academic Mentorship Grant — with Dra. Gisela Sin.

University of Notre Dame, Graduate Student Government
Graduate Student Government Conference Presentation Grant

University of Notre Dame, Graduate School
Graduate School Professional Development Award

Kellogg Institute for International Studies
Conference Travel Grant

University of Notre Dame, Graduate School
Graduate School Professional Development Award

Asociacion Latinoamericana de Ciencia Politica (ALACIP)
Summer School USP Graduate Travel Grant

Fulbright
Full Ph.D. Scholarship (declined).

The Sao Paulo Research Foundation (FAPESP).
Master's Research Scholarship

The Sao Paulo Research Foundation (FAPESP).
Undergraduate Research Scholarship.

INVITED TALKS AND LECTURES

2022

2022

“Futuros do trabalho nas Ciéncias Sociais. Launch of research report”. Guest
speaker in the special session to present the results of the Futures of Work in the
Social Sciences Research in the 46° Encontro Anual da ANPOCS (October 19).

“Perspectivas do trabalho nas Ciéncias Sociais no Brasil”. Guest speaker in the
event “Sociologia e Ciéncia Politica no Brasil e em Portugal: trajetorias e praticas
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profissionais” organized by ANPOCS (National Association of Postgraduate
Studies and Research in Social Sciences) and CIES-ISCT (Center for Research and
Studies in Sociology of the (University Institute of Lisbon) (September 30).

WORK AND RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

2023-present

2023-present

Research Assistant at the Notre Dame Eliminating Violence Against Women Lab
(E-VAW).

Research Assistant, Scott Mainwaring, Department of Political Science, University
of Notre Dame, South Bend, IN.

2023-2024  Research Assistant, Jazmin Sierra, Department of Political Science, University of
Notre Dame, South Bend, IN.

2022-2023  Research assistant in the project "Futures of Work in the Social Sciences in Brazil,"
National Association of Postgraduate Studies in Social Sciences (ANPOCS,).

2021-2023  Legislative Database Update Coordinator, Brazilian Research and Planning Center
(CEBRAP).

2017-2023  Researcher on the “Political Institutions, Patterns of Executive-Legislative
Relations and Government Capacity” Thematic Project.

2022-2023  Research assistant in multiple projects, Center for Public Opinion Studies
(CESOP).

2019-2023  Administrative coordinator, Extension Project in Political Education (PROEEP-
Unicamp).

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

2025 Teaching Assistant, University of Notre Dame — Graduate course — Regression I

2024 Teaching Assistant and discussion section Coordinator, University of Notre Dame,
— “World Politics: An Introduction to Comparative Politics.”

2024 Organizer and instructor of the course Introduction to R: Data Analysis for Social
Sciences, with a workload of 15 hours, held on May 27, 28, and 29, 2024, at the
Institute of Philosophy and Human Sciences of the State University of Campinas.

2022 Teaching Assistant, Department of Social Sciences, State University of Campinas
(Unicamp) — “Theory and Research in Political Science.”

2021 Teaching Assistant, Department of Social Sciences, State University of Campinas

(Unicamp) — “Comparative Political Regimes and Systems.”

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

2023-present
2023-present
2023-present
2023-present
2023-present
2022-present

American Political Science Association (APSA)

Notre Dame Eliminating Violence Against Women Lab (E-VAW).
Kellogg Institute for International Studies.

Representation and Politics in Legislatures Lab (RPLL).

Midwest Political Science Association (MPSA).

Latin American Association of Political Science (ALACIP).
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2020-present Brazilian Political Science Association (ABCP).

2019-present National Association of Postgraduate Studies in Social Sciences (ANPOCS).
2017-present Brazilian Research and Planning Center (CEBRAP).

2019-2023  Center for Studies on Public Opinion (CESOP — Unicamp).

TECHNICAL SKILLS

Data Management: R, SPSS, Excel, Overleaf.

LANGUAGES

Portuguese (Native).
English (Fluent).
Spanish (advanced reading; advanced spoken; intermediate written).

REFERENCES

Scott Mainwaring

Eugene and Helen Conley, Professor of Political Science
Department of Political Science

University of Notre Dame

(574) 631-3487

smainwar@nd.edu

Anibal Pérez-Lifidn

Professor of Political Science and Global Affairs
Department of Political Science

University of Notre Dame

(574) 631-3837

aperezl1 @nd.edu

Fernando Limongi

Full Professor

Departamento de Ciéncia Politica - USP
Escola de Economia de Sao Paulo-EESP/FGV
+55 11 972607025

fplimongi@gmail.com

Rachel Meneguello

Full Professor

Department of Political Science
State University of Campinas
+55 (19) 35211710

+55 (19) 99289-8565
racael@unicamp.br
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