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Kerby Davis 
Curriculum Vitae 

 

University of Notre Dame 
Department of Political Science 
2060 Jenkins Nanovic Halls 
Notre Dame, IN 46556 
Email: kdavis27@nd.edu 
 

 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
Harvard Kennedy School                   2026-2027 
Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs 
Post-Doctoral Fellow - International Security Program 
 

EDUCATION 

PhD, Political Science (expected) 2026 
University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN 
Fields: International Relations, Political Theory 
Dissertation: Friction and Military Effectiveness 
Committee: Sebastian Rosato (Chair), Michael Desch, Ian Johnson 

MA, International Affairs 2018 
Bush School of Government and Public Service, Texas A&M, College Station, TX 

BA, Political Science  2014 
Brigham Young University, Provo, UT 
 

RESEARCH INTERESTS 
 

International Relations Theory, Great Powers, Military Affairs, Naval Power, Campaign Analysis, 
Conflict Modeling 
 

PUBLICATIONS 

Peer Reviewed Journal Articles 

Davis, Kerby, and Eugene Gholz. "Blockade by Fire: China's Potential to Blockade Taiwan 
Using Missile Attacks on Ports." International Security 50, no. 4 (2026): 176-231. Link 

 
PRESENTATIONS 

Conference Presentations 
“Friction and Military Effectiveness: How Material Forces Influence Victory and Defeat in War,” 
International Studies Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, March 2025 

 
“China’s Potential to Blockade Taiwan Using Missile Attacks on Ports,” ISSS-IS Annual Conference, 
Pittsburgh, October 2024 

 
“Stumbling Into War: Friction and the Causes of War,” American Political Science Association 

mailto:kdavis27@nd.edu
https://direct.mit.edu/isec/article/50/4/176/136988/Blockade-by-Fire-China-s-Potential-to-Blockade
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Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, September 2024 
 

 
Invited Talks 
“China’s Potential to Blockade Taiwan Using Missile Attacks on Ports” Institute of Political Science, 
Academia Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan, June 2025 with Eugene Gholz 
 
“China’s Potential to Blockade Taiwan Using Missile Attacks on Ports,” MIT Security Studies 
Program, Cambridge, Massachusetts, October 2024 with Eugene Gholz 

 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

 
Course 

POLS 30307: Foundations of Conventional War                                         Fall 2025 
 
Guest Lecturer 
                    
PHYS 20065: The Science and Strategy of Nuclear War                           Fall 2024 
          
POLS 43002: Theories of International Relations                Spring 2023 

 
Awards 
 
Political Science Excellence in Teaching Award           Spring 2023 
 
 
Leading Discussion Sections 
           
Introduction to International Relations                Spring 2025 
Instructor: Professor Jazmin Sierra 
   
Introduction to International Relations       Fall 2023- Spring 2024  
Instructor: Professor Susan Rosato 
 
Intro to World Politics                   Spring 2023 
Instructor: Professor A. James McAdams 
 
Introduction to International Relations                                                                 Fall 2022 
Instructor: Professor Rosemary Kelanic 
 
Teaching Assistant 
The Science and Strategy of Nuclear War                 Fall 2024 
Instructors: Professor Michael Desch and Daniel Bardayan 
(Interdisciplinary Course with Physics Department) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3  

FELLOWSHIPS & PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 
 

Notre Dame International Security Center Fellow    2022-Present 
 

 
 
 

DEPARTMENT & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
 
International Relations Workshop Organizer, University of Notre Dame                          2022-2023 
International Relations Field Representative, University of Notre Dame                           2022-2023 
 

LANGUAGES 
 

English (Native) 
Spanish (Intermediate) 
 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 

Summer Associate, RAND Corporation                 June 2025 – August 2025 
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